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“I am the way, the truth, and the life.” - John 14:6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 
Houston, Texas  



A Journey through Lent to Easter Sunday! 

LENT 
Lent is the period of 40 days (not counting Sundays) just before Easter. It begins on Ash Wednesday and 

lasts through Holy Week. Lent is a season for thinking about how much God loves us and feeling especially 

close to God. During Holy Week, we remember the last days of Jesus’ life on earth. At church, we observe 

the season of Lent with the royal color of purple.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

EASTER 
Easter is the joyful celebration of the resurrection and new life of Jesus Christ. The Easter season is 50 days 

in length, lasting until Pentecost Sunday. The liturgical color for Easter is white or gold. Observing the season 

of Lent prepares us to celebrate Easter with great joy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are many ways to make Lent a special time for families: attending worship, reading the Bible, praying, 

helping others and sharing God’s love. This booklet is designed to help families journey together through 

Lent, setting aside a quiet time each day to draw closer to God.  
 

Most scripture readings are selected from the Revised Common Lectionary (New Revised Standard Version 

of the Bible) as read in Sunday worship. Please adapt the contents of this booklet for the ages and interests 

of your family members. Children could respond to the daily readings by coloring in this booklet, drawing 

their own pictures, working with clay or other materials, re-enacting the stories, dancing, singing, playing  

music, writing stories or prayers, or other creative activities. See the next page for ideas for family time dur-
ing Lent and Easter. 
 

Thank you to the children of St. Paul’s United Methodist Church for providing the beautiful illustrations.  

View or print the color version of this booklet on the church website, www.stpaulshouston.org. 
 

Keep your Lenten book in a place where you can remember to read part of it every day.    



Ideas for making Lent and Easter a special time for your family… 
 

Lenten Calendar 
Count down the days of Lent by adding stickers to a calendar (see the back cover) or by making a paper 

chain with one link for each day. Plan some special family events to share God’s love with others.  
 

Daily Devotionals 
Read this booklet each day and spend time feeling close to God. Light a candle or make a Lenten wreath 

with 6 candles, one for each Sunday in Lent. On Easter Day, light a big white candle for Jesus’ resurrec-

tion. For older children and adults who would like to read or study more deeply, the complete Lection-

ary scriptures for Lent and Easter Sunday are listed below. 
 

The Labyrinth 
Families are welcome to walk on the outdoor labyrinth any time. For ideas to make this experience 

meaningful for children, look for the Labyrinth Travel Guide leaflet in the sanctuary or Jones Building.  
 

Lenten Tree 
Start with a branch planted in a pot. Make some symbols of the season from paper, felt or other craft 

materials and hang with ribbon from the branches: lamb, cross, palms, donkey, rooster, wheat & grapes, 

bread & cup. Just before or on Easter, add symbols of new life: Easter lily, butterfly, sunrise. Make paper 

leaves with favorite Bible verses, prayers, names, or acts of kindness to hang on your tree.  
 

Holy Week 
Attend the special services this week, especially Palm Sunday and the children’s Good Friday  

Tenebrae Service; visit the “Walk through Holy Week” and walk on the Labyrinth.  
 

Easter Sunday 
Help decorate the giant cross on St. Paul’s lawn with flowers, and make a beautiful spring decoration for 

your home to celebrate new life. Alleluia!  

Lectionary Readings for Lent and Easter Day (Year C):         
           Psalm       Old Testament               Epistle             Gospel 
 

Ash Wednesday         Psalm 51:1-17      Joel 2:1-2. 12-17  2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10    Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

1st Sunday in Lent      Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16          Deut. 26:1-11               Romans 10:8b-13     Luke 4:1-13 

2nd Sunday in Lent     Psalm 27       Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18  Philippians 3:17– 4:1            Luke 13: 31-35 

3rd Sunday in Lent      Psalm 63:1-8            Isaiah 55:1-9   1 Corinthians 10:1-13    Luke 13: 1–9 

4th Sunday in Lent      Psalm 32            Joshua 5: 9-12   2 Corinthians 5:16-21    Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

5th Sunday in Lent      Psalm 126       Isaiah 43: 16-21  Philippians 3:4b-14    John 12:1-8 
 

HOLY WEEK   

   Palm Sunday        Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29      Isaiah 50:4-9a   Philippians 2:5-11     Luke 19:28-40 

   Monday        Psalm 36:5-11       Isaiah 42:1-9   Hebrews 9:11-15     John 12:1-11 

   Tuesday        Psalm 71:1-14      Isaiah 49:1-7   1 Corinthians 1:18-31    John 12:20-36 

   Wednesday        Psalm 70       Isaiah 50:4-9a   Hebrews 12:1-3     John 13:21-32 

   Thursday        Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19      Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14  1 Corinthians 11:23-26    John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

   Good Friday        Psalm 22       Isaiah 52:13 - 53:12  Hebrews 10:16-25    John 18:1-19:42 
 

   Easter Eve      Genesis 1:1-2:4a; Isaiah 55:1-11; Psalm 136:1-9, 23-26 or Psalm 33; Isaiah 12:2-6; Genesis 7:1-3,11-18, 8:6-18, 9:8-13; 

            Ezekiel 36:24-28; Psalm 46; Psalm 42; Genesis 22:1-18; Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 16; Psalm 143; Exodus 14:10-31, 15:1b-21;  

            Romans 6:3-11; Psalm 114; Luke 24:1-12    
 

EASTER DAY      Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24       Acts 10: 34-43  1 Corinthians 15:19-26       John 20:1-18 or Luke 24:1-12 

 

Please use the calendar of worship services and special events at St. Paul’s (back cover)  

to help your family participate fully in the life of the church during the Lenten season.  



March 6 ASH WEDNESDAY         Read Psalm 51:10. 

 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. 

 In many churches on this first day of Lent, ashes are used to make the sign of a cross on  

 people's foreheads or hands. The ashes are made by burning the palm branches that were 

waved on Palm Sunday last year. Set up a special place at home for your prayer time during 

Lent. You might decorate it with a candle, cross, your Bible, or some things you treasure. 

Light the candle while you pray or read from the Bible.   

 

March 7 Thursday  Read Psalm 51:15. 

 O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. 

 Every day we can stop for a few moments and give praise to God - with words, music,  

 our hands, our hearts, and our actions. All of the love we have in our hearts comes from 

God. Here is a prayer to say during Lent: 

    May the love of Christ be  

          in my thoughts, † 

             on my lips, † 

             and in my heart. † Amen.  

  † Touch or trace a cross on your forehead, lips, and over your heart.  



March 8 Friday  Read Joel 2:13b. 

 Return to the Lord, your God, for God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and 

abounding in steadfast love. 

 Think about how much you love your family. It’s hard to imagine how much greater God’s 

love is for us! Say a prayer together. "Dear God, your love is reaching out to us even 

when we are angry or sad or forget to think about you. Thank you for being patient with 

us and loving us all the time. Amen." 

 

March 9 Saturday Read Matthew 6:19. 

 Jesus said, "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, but store up for your-

selves treasures in heaven. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also." 

 What do you treasure in your heart?  

 Decorate a box or envelopes for collecting your special offering during Lent. Offerings can  

 be money or anything that can be shared such as food or clothing. You may bring your 

offering each Sunday in Lent or save it for Easter Sunday. 



March 10    FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT Read 2 Corinthians 6:2. 

 At an acceptable time I have listened to you, and on a day of salvation I have helped 

you. See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! 

  Attend worship service today and look for signs of the season of Lent: purple cloths near the 

  altar, the ministers’ stoles, and the Lenten banner. When we worship, it is our time to draw 

  closer to God. When you are in the sanctuary, what makes you feel God’s presence? 
 

 

March 11 Monday Read Psalm 91:11-12. 

 He will command his angels concerning you, to protect you. On their hands they will 

bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone. 

 Say a prayer asking God to protect you from danger and to help you when you feel afraid. 
 

 

March 12 Tuesday Read Psalm 91:14-16.   

      Those who love me, I will deliver.   

      I will protect those who know my name.   

      When they call to me, I will answer them;  

      I will be with them in trouble, I will rescue them and honor them.   

      With long life I will satisfy them and show them my salvation.  

 How many names for God or Jesus can you think of?   

 Say a prayer together using your favorite name for God.     
 

 



 March 13 Wednesday  Read Romans 10:8b-9. 

 The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart (that is, the word of faith that 

we proclaim); because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in 

your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 

 Every Sunday we stand and say the Apostles' Creed together. A creed is a list of things we 

believe. Christians have said these words for hundreds of years. There are a lot of words 

to understand, but we keep learning what they mean as we grow older. The three most 

important words are underlined.   

        I  believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;   

               And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,     

 born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,   

 was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from the dead;  

 he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  

 from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.   

        I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

March 14 Thursday Read Romans 10:12b - 13. 

  The same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 

  For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

  Look at a globe or pictures of the world. Imagine all the people who are loved by God!  

  Name the people you love. Give thanks to God for the love shared with family and friends.  

  

 



March 15 Friday  Read Deuteronomy 10:12-13a. 

 So now, O Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you? Only to fear the 

LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul, and to keep the commandments of the 

LORD your God and his decrees that I am commanding you today. 

Talk about some rules in your family or your school. How are your rules like God’s rules?  

Choose a special way to serve the Lord today, perhaps by helping someone else. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 16 Saturday  Read Psalm 139:1-4. 

 O LORD, you have searched me and known me.   

 You know when I sit down and when I rise up;  

      you discern my thoughts from far away.   

 You search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my ways.   

 Even before a word is on my tongue, O LORD, you know it completely. 

Be still and close your eyes. Take slow breaths, relax your muscles, listen to your own 

breathing, and feel peaceful.   

"Dear God, we know you are as close as our breath. Thank you for loving us and taking 

care of us every moment of our lives. Amen." 





March 17 SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT Read Psalm 27: 1, 14.   

      The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?   

       The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?   

     Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your heart take courage;  

 wait for the LORD! 

Trusting in God can make us feel brave, even when things are scary. Talk with your family 

about the things that make you afraid. Pray for the peace and courage that comes from God. 

 

March 18 Monday  Read Genesis 15:5-6. 

 Abram and Sarai were very old and had no children. God made a surprising promise that 

they would have many children and changed their names to Abraham and Sarah.   

God said to Abram, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to 

count them. So shall your descendants be.” And he believed the Lord. 

 If the sky is clear, go outside after dark and look at the moon, stars and planets. When God 

promised Abram many children, the same stars were shining in the night sky.   
   



March 19 Tuesday  Read Hebrews 10:16. 

“This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the Lord:   

 I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds.” 

God made covenants or promises to people a long time before Jesus was born. Jesus came  

to bring a new covenant of love that lives in our hearts. Sing “I Have the Joy!” 

    1.  I have the joy, joy, joy, joy down in my heart (repeat), 

   down in my heart to stay.  

         And I’m so happy, so very happy. I have the love of Jesus in my heart (repeat). 

    2.  I have the love of Jesus, love of Jesus down in my heart… 

 

March 20 Wednesday  Read Psalm 116:1-2, 12-13. 

 I love the Lord, because he has heard my voice and my supplications. 

 Because he has inclined his ear to me, therefore I will call on him as long as I live. 

 What shall I return to the Lord for all his bounty to me? 

 I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord.  
 The writer of this psalm tells how much he loves God. Make up your own psalm by filling in 

the blanks. “I love the Lord because __________________ . How will I thank God? ________________ .”  

 

March 21     Thursday Read John 3:16. 

 Jesus said, "For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone  

 who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life." 

 In this Bible verse, Jesus tells us how much God loves us! Try to memorize these famous  

 words spoken by Jesus.   

"Dear God, we thank you for promising to love us forever and for sending Jesus to show us 

that your love is stronger than anything. Amen." 



March 22      Friday  Read 1 Corinthians 1:25. 

 God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom,  

 and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

 Everybody makes a foolish choice now and then—we’re just humans!  

 It’s good to think about our mistakes and try to learn a better way for 

the next time. We’re all growing in God’s love together.  

 Isn’t God awesome - wise, strong, and loving!  

 Share a funny story today, and enjoy laughter as a gift from God.  

 

 

March 23      Saturday Read Psalm 23.     

 David was a shepherd boy who became a great king. He was also a musician and 

wrote songs (psalms) to God - this one is a favorite for many people.   

 The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.   

 He makes me lie down in green pastures;  

    he leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul.   

 He leads me in right paths for his name's sake.   

 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil;  

    for you are with me; your rod and your staff - they comfort me.   

 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;  

    you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.   

 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,  

    and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD my whole life long. 

 Can you say part of this psalm by memory?  

     “Dear God, we thank you for taking care of us, always giving us more than we need.  

  We feel safe and satisfied when we think of how much you love us. Bless us and help  

  us follow your ways like a sheep follows its good shepherd. Amen.”   





March 24 THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT  Read Psalm 63:1-4. 

       O God, you are my God, I seek you, my soul thirsts for you; 

        my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no water.  

       So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary, beholding your power and glory. 

       Because your steadfast love is better than life, my lips will praise you. 

       So I will bless you as long as I live; I will lift up my hands and call on your name. 

Attend a worship service today. Look in the sanctuary for things that remind us that God is  

with us when we worship. Maybe you can draw some of the shapes or colors. 

 

March 25 Monday  Read Isaiah 55:1, 3, 6. 

Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy 

and eat! Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. Seek the LORD 

while he may be found, call upon him while he is near. 

We need God’s love as much as our bodies need water and food. Say thank you to God for 

giving us everything we need for our bodies to grow, and for God’s love which is always free 
and overflowing.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

March 26 Tuesday Read Psalm 22:27. 

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord; and all the families of 

the nations shall worship before him. 

  Say the Lord’s Prayer together. 

       Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

       Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

                 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  

   as we forgive those who trespass against us.   

       And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

       For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

 

 



March 27 Wednesday  Read Psalm 78:1-4.   

 Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; incline your ears to the words of my mouth.   

 I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings from of old,  

      things that we have heard and known, that our ancestors have told us.  

 We will not hide them from their children; we will tell to the coming generations  

      the glorious deeds of the LORD, and his might, and the wonders that he has done. 

 Our parents and other people who love us help us learn about God by reading Bible stories, 

praying and singing with us, and attending church together. Thank God for all the people who 

love you and are helping you grow in faith and love as a child of God. 



March 28 Thursday Read Luke 13:1-9. 

Jesus told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came 

looking for fruit on it and found none. So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three 

years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! 

Why should it be wasting the soil? The gardener replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more 

year, until I dig around it and put manure on it. If it bears fruit next year, well and 

good; but if not, you can cut it down.’”   

Jesus told this parable about a fig tree that did not make any figs. Instead of cutting it down, 

the gardener wanted to give it another chance to bear fruit. God always gives us another 

chance to live in God’s way.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 29 Friday  Read 2 Corinthians 5:17.   

 So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:   

    everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 

 Look outside for signs of God's creation - enjoy spring flowers, birds, butterflies, and sun-

shine or rain. If you plant some seeds today, you might have new plants by Easter Day. 

 



March 30 Saturday Read 2 Corinthians 5:20. 

So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us. 

Like the disciples who followed Jesus, we do God’s work in the world, following the way 

Jesus taught us to live. Find a way to share God’s love with someone today. 



March 31 FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT Read Luke 15:11b-32.  

Read Jesus' parable of the prodigal son in Luke’s gospel or in a story Bible.  

A son asked his father for money, then he went far away and wasted all the money. He felt 

sorry and went back home. When his father saw him, he was filled with joy and said,  

“Quickly, bring out a robe - the best one - and put it on him; put a ring on his finger 

and sandals on his feet. Let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is 

alive again; he was lost and is found!” 

This is a story about love and forgiveness. God always forgives us when we make  

mistakes because God loves us so much.    

"Dear God, we know you love us even when we make the wrong choices in our words or 

actions. Help us to forgive others and to remember the ways you want us to live. Amen."  

 

April 1 Monday Read Psalm 32:8-9, 11.   

       I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go; 

            I will counsel you with my eye upon you. 

     Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding,  

          whose temper must be curbed with bit and bridle,  

            else it will not stay near you. 

       Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, O righteous, 

                                and shout for joy, all you upright in heart.   

Can you think of a behavior you would like to improve? Lent is a good time to think about 

our actions and words. Discuss ways to work together to become better followers of Jesus. 

 

 



April 2 Tuesday Read Luke 15:3-6.  

 Jesus told this parable: “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of 

them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is 

lost until he finds it? When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices.  

And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying,  

 ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’” 

Jesus is like a shepherd who takes care of his sheep. We never have to worry about being 

separated from Jesus, because he always loves and cares for us. Make a small lamb (from 

clay or paper or cotton balls) to help you remember that Jesus loves you even more than  

a shepherd cares for his sheep.   

 

April 3 Wednesday  Read John 10:1-5, 14.   

 Jesus said, "The one who enters the sheepfold by the gate is the shepherd of the 

sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls 

his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he 
goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. They will 

not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice 

of strangers. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as 

the Father knows me and I know the Father." 

 Sing "Jesus Loves Me."  

   Jesus loves me, this I know for the Bible tells me so. 

   Little ones to him belong; they are weak but he is strong.  

   Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 

   Yes, Jesus loves me; the Bible tells me so.  

 

 



April 4 Thursday      Read Psalm 16: 11. 

      You show me the path of life. 

      In your presence there is fullness of joy;  

      in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.   

 Take a springtime walk and  look for signs of new life that bring you joy!   

 As you take each step on the path, think about how to follow Jesus on your own path of life.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 5 Friday  Read Psalm 36:5-9. 

     Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens, 

your faithfulness to the clouds. 

     Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains,  

your judgments are like the great deep;  

you save humans and animals alike, O Lord. 

       How precious is your steadfast love, O God!  

       All people may take refuge in the shadow of your wings. 

       They feast on the abundance of your house, 

   and you give them drink from the river of your delights. 

       For with you is the fountain of life; in your light we see light. 

  Make a painting, collage or sculpture of some of the things God created that are mentioned  

  in this psalm. Thank God for giving us a special place in our beautiful world.  

 



April 6 Saturday Read Isaiah 43:19-21.   

 I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?   

 I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.   

 The wild animals will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches;  

     for I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen  

     people, the people whom I formed for myself so that they might declare my praise. 

 Go outside and play, run, explore, help with gardening, or play with a pet.  

 Afterwards, enjoy a refreshing glass of cold water.    



April 7  FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT Read John 12:1-8.   

 Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, to the home of Lazarus, and 

they gave a dinner for him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, 

anointed Jesus' feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fra-

grance of the perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was 

about to betray him), said, "Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii 

and the money given to the poor?" Jesus said, "Leave her alone. You always have the 

poor with you, but you do not always have me." 

 Jesus appreciated his friend Mary offering him a special gift. Each of us has talents, abilities 

and gifts. Talk about ways you can offer your gifts to God or use them to care for others. 

 

April 8 Monday  Read Isaiah 12:2, 5-6.   

 Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, for the Lord God is my 

strength and my might; he has become my salvation. Sing praises to the Lord, for he 

has done gloriously; let this be known in all the earth. Shout aloud and sing for joy,  
 O royal Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 

  Enjoy singing, playing, or listening to music together. 

 

 April 9 Tuesday  Read Psalm 33:20-22.  

       Our soul waits for the Lord; he is our help and shield. 

       Our heart is glad in him, because we trust in his holy name. 

       Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us, even as we hope in you.  

  Are you collecting an offering during Lent to take to church or for another kind of helping?

  Look on coins or paper money for the words “In God we trust.” 

  

April 10 Wednesday  Read Isaiah 42: 9. 

 See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare;  

 before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 

 Decorate some Easter cards (maybe with pictures like the ones in this book). 

 Share the good news of God’s love! 

  



 April 11 Thursday  Read John 12: 24.   

 Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies,  

 it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.  

Jesus knew that he was going to die, and he tried to prepare his disciples. He told them a  

parable about wheat seeds. One tiny seed has to be planted in the earth to grow into a new 

plant and make lots of new seeds. It doesn’t really die, but it has a new kind of life inside that 

makes it grow. See if you can find some seeds and look at them very closely. Isn’t it amazing 

how the life of a new plant is contained in a little seed!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

April 12 Friday           Read Philippians 2:5-11. 

Let the same mind be in you that was is Christ Jesus...who though he was in the form  

of God, emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness.  

God highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at  

the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  

and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.   

 Do an unexpected act of kindness for someone today. Kneel and say a prayer together.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 13 Saturday Read Psalm 118: 1, 24, 26.  

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;  

   his steadfast love endures forever.   

  This is the day that the Lord has made;  

   let us rejoice and be glad in it.   

  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.   

   We bless you from the house of the Lord. 

  Sing a song together, or teach your family a song you like. Tomorrow is Palm Sunday when  

  we will all sing “Hosanna!” as we remember Jesus riding a donkey into Jerusalem.  



Holy Week 
April 14  Palm Sunday Read Mark 11:1-10. 

 When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount 

of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples and said to them, "Go into the village ahead 

of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never 

been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, 'Why are doing this?' just say 

this, 'The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.'" They went away and 

found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, some of 

the bystanders said to them, "What are you doing, untying the colt?" They told them 

what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. Then they brought the colt to 

Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks 

on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. Then 

those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting,    

            "Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!  

            Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!   
                         Hosanna in the highest heaven!" 

 This is an exciting day for Christians! Like the people of Jerusalem long ago, children wave 

palm branches and sing "Hosanna!" to show how much we love Jesus. Take home two palm 

leaves and make a cross (cut slits in one leaf, then slide the other leaf through). Keep your 

palm cross in a special place, use it as a bookmark, or give it to someone you love. 

 



April 15 Monday Read Isaiah 42:1, 5-8. 

 Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights;  

 I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations.  

 Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread 

out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit 

to those who walk in it: I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken 

you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to 

the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dun-

geon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. I am the Lord, that is my name. 

 Say a prayer together. "Lord, you are as close as our breath. Hear us when we call your name.  

Open our hearts to your presence and lead us in your light. Amen." 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 16 Tuesday Read John 12:35-36a. 

 Jesus said to them, "The light is with you for a little longer. Walk while you have the 

light, so that the darkness may not overtake you. If you walk in the darkness, you do 

not know where you are going. While you have the light, believe in the light, so that  

 you may become children of the light." 

  Take a candle or flashlight into a very dark room or closet.  The darkness doesn't make the 

  light seem dim - instead, the light looks even brighter in the dark! 

  Sing this song if you know the tune, or read the words as a prayer. 
    

   Into my heart, into my heart, come into my heart, Lord Jesus. 

   Come in today, come in to stay. Come into my heart, Lord Jesus.  
 

   Out of my heart, out of my heart, shine out of my heart, Lord Jesus. 

   Shine out today, shine out always. Shine out of my heart, Lord Jesus.  Amen. 



April 17  Wednesday    Read John 13:1, 3-9. 

 Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart 

from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he 

loved them to the end. Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his 

hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, got up from the table, 

took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water into a 

basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was 

tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to 

wash my feet?" Jesus answered, "You do not know now what I am doing, but later you 

will understand." Peter said to him, "You will never wash my feet." Jesus answered, 

"Unless I wash you, you have no share with me." Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, not 

my feet only but also my hands and my head!" 

 Jesus surprised his disciples by washing their dusty feet, a job usually done by servants. Since 

we do not wash our feet before eating, as people did long ago, think of other ways we can 

follow the example of Jesus by serving others. Do a small act of kindness for someone today. 
 

April 18   Maundy Thursday 

 Today, Christians gather to remember the night Jesus shared his last meal with his disciples.  

During the sacrament of Holy Communion, we re-tell the story and repeat the words Jesus 

spoke to his disciples. The bread and juice remind us that Jesus died so that we may live for-

ever with God.  Read 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 (from a letter written by Paul). 

 I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night 

when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it 

and said, "This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me." In the same 

way, he took the cup also after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my 

blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me."  

 Read John 6:35.  Jesus said, "I am the bread of life.  Whoever comes to me will never 

be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty." 

 Jesus left us a special way to remember him and to celebrate his life with us. During Holy 

Communion, we eat bread and drink juice while we remember Jesus. When you eat bread 

during the last days of Holy Week, pause for a minute to feel the love Jesus shares with you.    

                                         

 . 

 

 

  





April 19   Good Friday 

 This is the saddest day of the year when we remember that Jesus died on a cross. Read in a 

story Bible or in John 18 and 19 about how Judas helped the soldiers arrest Jesus, how Pe-

ter was afraid to be known as a disciple of Jesus, how Jesus died on a cross, and how his 

body was buried in a tomb. For Christians, the cross is a symbol of new life and Jesus' victory 

over death. An old tradition for Good Friday is to make hot cross buns (you can make your 

own by piping the shape of a cross with white frosting onto plain buns).  

 Say the Lord's Prayer together: 

           Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

  Give us this day our daily bread.  

  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
 





April 20 Saturday  Read Psalm 46:1-3, 10-11. 

  God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.   

  Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change,  

  though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea;  

  though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult.  

  "Be still, and know that I am God!  

  I am exalted among the nations, I am exalted in the earth."   

  The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

 The day after Jesus died was a very sad time for the people who loved him. They thought they 

would never see Jesus again. We feel sad too when we think about Jesus dying, but we know 

that Jesus came back from death to a new life. This is the good news of Easter! 

 Today, children will decorate Easter eggs, have an egg hunt, and get ready for Easter Sunday. 

Eggs, rabbits, flowers and butterflies are signs of the new life that we celebrate on Easter Day. 





   EASTER SUNDAY 
  

  Happy Easter!   Read John 20:1-18.     

     Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb  

 and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter 

and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, "They have taken the Lord 

out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him." Then Peter and the other disci-

ple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple 

outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings 

lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. 

He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus' head, not lying 

with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached 

the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the 

scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes.  

     But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; 

and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head 

and the other at the feet. They said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to them, 

"They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him." When she had 

said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 

Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?  Whom are you looking for?" Supposing him to 

be the gardener, she said to him, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid 

him, and I will take him away." Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to him in Hebrew, 

"Rabbouni!" (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, "Go to my brothers and say to them, 'I 

am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'" Mary Magdalene went 

and announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord!"; and she told them that he had said 

these things to her. 
 

 Christ is risen!  Christ is risen indeed!  We celebrate Easter with joy because we know that Jesus is 

alive. Churches are full on Easter Sunday because Christians like to celebrate this most joyful holiday 

with their church family. We hear joyous music, churches are decorated with beautiful flowers, and  

 sometimes people wear new clothes as a sign of new life. At St. Paul's, children bring flowers to deco-

rate a large wooden cross on the church lawn to remind us that Jesus was victorious over death.  

 God’s love is stronger than anything! ‘Alleluia’ is a joyous Easter word—sing and shout it out! 
  

CHRIST IS RISEN! ALLELUIA! 

 



Create your own Lenten or Easter art here! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  March 2019 6    Ash 
Wednesday   
 

Breakfast 7am 
  Communion  
       12:15 
 Service  7 pm 
 

7 
 

Lenten Recital 
     12:15 

8 
 
 
 
Kids Night Out     
  6:00—10:30 

9 

10    1st Sunday  
          in Lent 

 
 

11 12 
 

13 

 

   Communion  
         12:15 

14 
 

Lenten Recital 
     12:15 

15 
 
 

16 

17    2nd Sunday 
         in Lent 
 
 

 

18 19 
 

20 
 

   Communion  
         12:15 
 

21 
 

Lenten Recital 
     12:15 

22 
 
Kids Night Out     
  6:00—10:30 

23 

24   3rd Sunday  
         in Lent 
 

  12:15 Spring Picnic  
        Babies—2’s 

25 26 
 
 

27 
 

   Communion  
         12:15 

28 
 

Lenten Recital 
     12:15 

29 
 

30 

31   4th Sunday  
         in Lent 
 
Choral Evensong - 4 pm  

1 April 2 
 

3 
 

   Communion  
         12:15 

4 
 

Lenten Recital 
     12:15 

5 
 
Kids Night Out   
      6 pm 

6 

7   5th Sunday  
         in Lent 
 
 

8 9 
 

10 
  
   Communion 
        12:15 

11 
 
 Lenten Recital 
     7:00 pm 

12 
 
  
 

13 

14   HOLY WEEK 

   Palm Sunday 
   Palm Processional        
 Services: 8:00, 9:30,  
                 11:00 
 

Sunday School at 9:45 
Walk through Holy Week  

15 
 
 Communion  
     12:15 

16 
 
 Communion  
     12:15 

17 
 
   Communion  
       12:15 
 

18  Maundy 
    Thursday 
  

   Communion  
        12:15 
 

       Maundy 
      Thursday  
  Service  7 pm 
 

19  Good  
      Friday 
 

    Children’s  
    Tenebrae  
Service  11 am 
 

 Good Friday 
Service - Noon  

20  Holy  
 Saturday 
 

Easter Egg  
Hunt 10 am 
 
 
 

Easter Vigil  
     7 pm 

21   EASTER  
 

   Services  8, 9:30, 11 
“Flowering of the Cross” 
 
Walk through Holy Week 
 

 Children’s Church and    
           Nurseries   
 

 

‘Walk Through Holy Week’ in Jones Building basement April 14 - 21; visit anytime.  


