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Acts 2:1-12
Pentecost, c. 1600, by El Greco (Domenikos Theotokopoulos), Greek, 1541 – 1614
Oil on canvas
Museo Nacional del Prado, Madrid, Spain
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Texts:  
Acts 2:1-12 • Psalm 104:24-34, 35b • Romans 8:14-17 • John 14:8-17 (25-27) 

The flames of the Holy Spirit descend on the twelve Apostles, Mary, and two other women, 
thought to be Mary Magdalene and Martha. Each reacts individually, as can be seen in their 
body language and facial expressions, even though they are a part of a collective experience. 
The man second from right, looking at the viewer, may be either a self-portrait of El Greco or a 
portrait of a friend. El Greco had a preference for exceptionally tall and slender figures and elon-
gated compositions, which is readily apparent in this art. Painted late in his life, it has a strong 
spiritual emotion, which dramatizes rather than describes the event. It was painted as part of 
the main altarpiece for the church of Augustine College of María de Aragón in Madrid. 

Born on Crete, which was a Venetian colony at the time, he first studied Byzantine art, thinking 
of becoming an icon painter. At about the age of 25 he went to Venice and studied the paintings 
of masters such as Titian. In 1570 he moved to Rome, where he altered his style and worked to 
distinguish himself by inventing new and unusual interpretations of traditional religious subject 
matter. Seven years later he went to Madrid and then to Toledo, at that time the religious capi-
tal of Spain. There he received many large commissions, culminating with two for King Philip. 
However, the king was unimpressed with the works and did not award him any more commis-
sions. 

— Art curated and narrative provided by Norman Mahan

Acts 2:1-12
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly 

from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house 
where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested 
on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other lan-
guages, as the Spirit gave them ability.

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at 
this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in 
the native language of each. 

Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And 
how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and 
residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and pros-
elytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of 
power.” 

All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?”
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Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
O Lord, how manifold are your works! In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is 

full of your creatures.
Yonder is the sea, great and wide, creeping things innumerable are there, living things 

both small and great.
There go the ships, and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it.
These all look to you to give them their food in due season;
when you give to them, they gather it up; when you open your hand, they are filled with 

good things.
When you hide your face, they are dismayed; when you take away their breath, they die 

and return to their dust.
When you send forth your spirit, they are created; and you renew the face of the 

ground.
May the glory of the Lord endure forever; may the Lord rejoice in his works—
who looks on the earth and it trembles, who touches the mountains and they smoke.
I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praise to my God while I have being.
May my meditation be pleasing to him, for I rejoice in the Lord.
Let sinners be consumed from the earth, and let the wicked be no more. Bless the Lord, 

O my soul. Praise the Lord!

Romans 8:14-17
For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a 

spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, 
“Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 
and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ — if, in fact, we suffer with 
him so that we may also be glorified with him.

John 14:8-17 (25-27)
Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 
Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know 

me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you 
not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not 
speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works them-
selves.
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“Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in 
fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you 
ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for 
anything, I will do it.

”If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will 
give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world 
cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides 
with you, and he will be in you.

”I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all 
that I have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the 
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.


