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Luke 24:1-12
The Holy Women at the Sepulcher, c. 1611-1614, by Peter Paul Rubens, Flemish, 1577-1640
Oil on panel
Norton Simon Museum, Pasadena, California

Four women, each reacting differently to what they are being told, are prominent in this paint-
ing by Peter Paul Rubens. He used a famous Roman statue, Pudicitia, now in the Vatican Mu-
seum, as the model for the Virgin Mary, the central figure clad in purple. The goddess Pudici-
tia personified female modesty and fidelity, revered traits in Roman society. Although Jesus’ 
mother is not specifically mentioned in Luke’s text, Rubens often strayed from textual sources. 
Scholars disagree as to whether the woman in red or the woman in green represent Mary Mag-
dalene. Some suggest the former in that the crimson evokes the bright colors worn by Roman 
prostitutes, while others say she is the woman having to shield her eyes from the light emanat-
ing from the two men. 
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Born on the Feast Day of St. Peter and St. Paul, Rubens is considered the most influential artist 
of the Flemish Baroque tradition, art produced in the Southern Netherlands during Spanish con-
trol in the 16th and 17th centuries. His paintings emphasized movement, color, and sensuality, 
and he specialized in making altarpieces, landscapes, portraits, and history paintings. For altar-
pieces he sometimes painted on slate to reduce reflection problems. Rubens had a large studio 
in Antwerp that produced paintings popular with nobility and art collectors throughout Europe. 
In 1621 the Spanish Habsburg rulers entrusted Rubens with a number of diplomatic missions, 
including clandestine operations, to get information on political developments in France. 

 — Art curated and narrative provided by Norman Mahan

Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21
As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advanc-

ing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord. They said to Moses, “Was it be-
cause there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What 
have you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, 
‘Let us alone and let us serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the 
Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” 

But Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that 
the Lord will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never 
see again. The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.”

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go for-
ward. But you lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the 
Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground. Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so 
that they will go in after them; and so I will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, 
his chariots, and his chariot drivers. And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I 
have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers.” 

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind 
them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It 
came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the 
darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all night.

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong 
east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites 
went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their 
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left. 
The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chari-

ots, and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked 
down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot 
wheels so that they turned with difficulty. 

The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them 
against Egypt.” 

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may 
come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” 

So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its 
normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The 
waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh 
that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. 

But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for 
them on their right and on their left. Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; 
and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the Lord did 
against the Egyptians. So the people feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant 
Moses. 

Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and all the 
women went out after her with tambourines and with dancing. And Miriam sang to them: “Sing 
to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.”

Psalm 114
When Israel went out from Egypt, the house of Jacob from a people of strange language,
Judah became God’s sanctuary, Israel his dominion.
The sea looked and fled; Jordan turned back.
The mountains skipped like rams, the hills like lambs.
Why is it, O sea, that you flee? O Jordan, that you turn back?
O mountains, that you skip like rams? O hills, like lambs?
Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the God of Jacob,
who turns the rock into a pool of water, the flint into a spring of water.

Romans 6:3-11
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 

into his death? 
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Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in 
a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin 
might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed 
from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know 
that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over 
him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you 
also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

Luke 24:1-12
But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the spices 

that they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went 
in, they did not find the body. 

While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood be-
side them. The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to 
them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remem-
ber how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed over to 
sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.” 

Then they remembered his words, and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the 
eleven and to all the rest. Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and 
the other women with them who told this to the apostles. 

But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. But Peter 
got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; 
then he went home, amazed at what had happened.


